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HIGHLIGHTS

50X1

]
In South Vietnam the US 2nd Brigade at Bien 50X1
Hoa Airfield came under mortar and automatlc-weap-
-ons; fire for the third consecutive night.  US cas-
ualties were light. Government forces inflicted
heavy casualties on the Viet Cong at Bu Dop, and
in two large-scale search-and-destroy operations
at Quang Tin and Vinh Binh they 1nflicted signlfl-
cant losses on the Communists. :

I. The Milltary Situation in South Vietnam:

- The beleaguered South Vietnamese Special Forces
- camp at Bu Dop, in Phuoc Long Province, received
intense Viet Cong small-arms fire again last night,
but apparently no concerted attack was made; the
latest casualty figures from the Bu Dop action have
been reported (Paras. 1-2). | ] gg%q

i | Thirty Guam-based B-52s conducted - 50X1
a saturation bombing mission early today against
the Viet Cong War Zone "D" stronghold, north of
Saigon (Para. 4). A landing craft of the Vietnam-
ese '"River Assault Group" detonated a Viet Cong . ..
land -‘mine.ilast ‘night: in: Long "An: Province; ,:
resulting in! heavyfFiéndly casualties ' (Para. 3
5). Troops of the newly arrived 2d Brigade, lst US
Infantry Division--deployed in defensive positions
around Bien Hoa Air Base--came under heavy Viet
Cong mortar, machine gun, and sniper fire last night
for the third consecutive night (Para. 6). Fifty
Viet Cong were reportedly killed yesterday by South
Vietnamese Regional Forces personnel in two sepas=..
Tate actions in Darlac and Phuoc Tuy provinces, re-
spectively (Para. 8). Two large-scale ARVN search-
and-destroy operations conducted against Communist
units in Quang Tin and Vinh Bihh provinces on 19

21 July 1965
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July have resulted in 51gn1flcant enemy losses
(Para. 9).

II. Political Developments in South Vietnam:
| the remarks of chief of state - S0X1
General Thieu at a rally in Saigon commemorating
the anniversary of the Geneva Accords quote'Thieu
as declaring the agreements no longer valid and de-
claring that genuine peace will come only when there
are no Viet Cong in either the South or the North
(Paras. 1-2). The Viet Cong s Liberation Committee
for Saigon reportedly has appealed to the populace
to rise up and overthrow the Saigon government (Para.
3). The US Embassy estimates that rice stocks
available to the Saigon government are now danger-
ously low and that about 300,000 metric tons of _
rice will be required from 1mports to meet consump-
tion needs through 1965 and provide minimum security
stockplles (Para. 5).

50X1
IV. r_Commus ] 3 ela ;
Chinese Communlst m111tary 1nvolvement in North
Vietnam appears to be increasing (Paras. 1-4),
V. Communist Political Developments: Nothing of’
significance'to report.
) VI. Other Major Developments: Npthing.of
significance to report. '
.21 July 1965
ii
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I. THE MILITARY SITUATION IN SOUTH VIETNAM

1. The South Vietnamese Special Forces camp at
Bu Dop, ten miles northeast of Phuoc Binh (Song Be) in
Phuoc Long Province, received intense Viet Cong small-
arms fire again last night for about an hour, but ap-
parently no concerted attack was made. Flareships and
tactical fighter aircraft supported the beleaguered
defenders, ultimately forcing enemy units to break con-
tact. No new friendly casualties were reported.

2., According to unconfirmed press reports, gov-
ernment reinforcements which were dispatched yesterday
to relieve enemy pressure on the CIDG paramilitary gar-
rison at Bu Dop discovered the bodies of 120 Viet Cong
hanging from the wires of the camp's perimeter and
scattered among the ruins of the camp's buildings. It
was speculated that the number of casualties sustained
by the Viet Cong in the assault may run as high as 250
killed. Meanwhile, government losses remain as
originally reported: 22 killed (two US), seven wounded
(four US), and 60 missing.

50X1

4. Thirty Guam-based B-52s early this morning
carried out a saturation bombing mission against
Viet Cong War Zone "D,"” 30 miles north-northwest of
Saigon. The objective of: the attack was to harass
and disrupt enemy personnel and installations in
this redoubt area. No further details are available
at this time. '

21 July 1965
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5. A landing craft of the Vietnamese "River
_Assault Group'" (RAG) detonated a Viet Cong mine
last night while on an amphibious operation in
Long An Province, 25 miles south of Saigon. Gov-
ernment casualties have been plac2d at 47 wounded
(two US) and 18 missing (cne US).

6. Trocps of the newly arrived 2nd Brigade, 1lst
US 'Infantry Division, deployed in defensive. pos1t10ns
around -Bien:Hoa:- Air= Base came’ under -heavy Viet.
Cong mortar, machine gun, and sniper fire last
night for the third consecutive night. At least
two ground probes by enemy units ranging in size
from squad to platoon were repulsed after brief
exchanges of fire. American casualties were
described as '"very light," while Communlst losses
were unknown.

7. In other Viet Cong - initiated actions, the

- frequently harassed- dlstrlct town of Dong Xoai in
Phuac Long Province was shelled by mortar and
automatic weapons fire yesterday. -No report on
friendly casualties 'is available. Elsewhere, a
delayed MACV report states that on 17 July Viet

Cong guerrillas in Pleiku Province threw grenades
into a group of villagers who refused to sing Viet
Cong songs, killing 12 of them and wounding 26.

: 8., Fifty Viet Cong were reportedly killed

, yesterday in two separate actions with government
troops in widely scattered areas of South Vietnam.
In the central highlands, 30 guerrillas were killed
in an abortive attack against a Regional Forces
company on a security mission along Highway 21
-near Boun Sut, 195 miles northeast of Saigon,;, in
Darlac Province. To the south, Regional Forces
soldiers killed 20 insurgents in a clash near
Xuyen Moc, 50 miles southeast of Saigon, in Phuoc
Tuy Province.

9. Government forces have inflicted signifi-
cant losses on the Viet Cong as the result of two
large-scale search-and-destroy operations conducted
in Quang Tin and Vinh Binh provinces, respectively,

21 July 1965
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on 19 July. In the action at Quang Tin, battalion-
strength elements of the 2d ARVN Division killed

37 guerrillas, captured three weapons, and seized

a quantity of documents, as against friendly losses
of only one wounded. 1In the Vinh Binh engagement,
21 Viet Cong were killed and four weapons captured
by two battalions of the 14th ARVN Regiment, sup-
-ported by two Regional and Popular Forces . companies.
Three government soldiers were killed and eight
wounded.

10. MACV's military report for 19 July shows .

95 Communist-initiated incidents, 12 of which oc-
curred during the 24-hour reporting period. In
Thua Thien Province, Viet Cong saboteurs mined an
ARVN-escorted passenger train traveling from Da
Nang to Hué, resulting in two railroad employees
wounded, one flat car derailed, and the engine,
four rails, and 44 steel cross-ties damaged. Guer-
rilla-directed 60- and 8l-mm. mortar fire was placed
on district towns in Quang Nam and Phuoc Long prov-
inces, on an ARVN outpost in Thua Thien Province,
and on a Regional Forces - Popular.Forces training
center in Dinh Tuong Province. Small-scale acts

of terrorism against the population, hamlet entry
and harassment, and mine detonations against civil-
.ian and military personnel remained widespread.

11l. USAF, US Army, USMC, USN, and VNAF air-
craft conducted combat air operations against Viet
Cong troop concentrations, base camps, supply
points, and staging areas throughout South Vietnam
on 19 July, with pilots reporting an estimated
total of 55 guerrillas killed, 123 structures de-
stroyed, 69 damaged, and six sampans destroyed.

The most productive air'strikes of the day were
targeted against enemy positions in the Mekong Delta
provinces of Kien Phong, Dinh Tuong, Vinh Binh, and
Ba Xuyen, where friendly aircraft reportedly killed
40 Viet Cong, destroyed 90 structures, and damaged
53 in a series of close air support bombing and
strafing missions.

21 July 1965
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II. POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS IN SOUTH VIETNAM

1. In commenting on the Saigon government's com-

" memoration yesterday of the anniversary of the 1954
Geneva accords--marked in Saigon with a major rally ad-
dressed by chief of state General Thieu, and near the
demarcation line with North Vietnam by a rally attended
by Premier Ky--the US Embassy believes there may be some
unfortunate repercussions on South Vietnam's image
‘abroad. The rallies appear to have focused on the
theme of liberating the north, and apparently gave little
emphasis to North Vietnam's aggression against the south.

2. Although Ky's remarks are not yet available and
an official text of Thieu's extemporaneous speech has
not yet been studied, Saigon press accounts of Thieu's
speech suggest that it was geared primarily to domestic
considerations. He reportedly declared that the Geneva
agreements have no further validity and that the paral-
lel dividing North and South Vietnam is no longer a
frontier. Thieu also asserted, according to press ac-
counts, that South Vietnam would never take part in a
conference attended by the Viet Cong, that genuine
peace will come only when there are no more Viet Cong
in the South or the North, and that '"we must liberate
the North and confront Red China to guarantee peace."

3. oOn 20 July, the Viet Cong clandestine Libera-
tion Radio broscdcast an appeal from the Front's com-
mittee fox Saigon - Gia Dinh, exhorting the people of
Saigon to rise un, overtanrow 'the enemy's cruel re-
gime," and put power into the people's hands. Identi-
fying the present government and all preceding ones
since the Diem regime as "'puppets” and ''traitors who
promote US imperialist aggressive war," the statement
urged workers in Saigon to unite with students, intel-
lectuals, patriots, and government and private em-
ployees, and to join the ''revolutionary ranks" in the
"final struggle." The people of Saigon were also urged
{to "use violence to smash" the government's effort to
draft soldiers for the US, and the US '"policy" of evict-
ing people from their homes and seizing land to con-
struct buildings for the Americans.

21 July 1965
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- 4, According to the marine commander, General
Khang, the military Directory is considering new
assignments or retirement for various former or still-
active generals on diplomatic assignments., Accord-
ing to Khang, the Directory plans to offer General
Khiem--now ambassador to the US--a post in Seoul
and to offer General "Big" Minh--now in exile in
Bangkok~-an ambassadorship to Taiwan as a last of-
fer of consideration from the government. Khang
stated that no decision was taken on the status of
General Khanh, whom most of the Directory except
Premier Ky felt should be retired from the armed
forces.

_ 5. The US Embassy reports that the Ky govern-
ment, in its discussions with top US officials thi¥
week, requested that the US finance the purchase of
50,000 metric tons of rice from Thailand to meet
shortrun consumption requirements for August and
part of September, and provide an additional 100,000

. tons of rice to meet needs for the remainder of the
year. The embassy estimates that present minimum
monthly requirements are 15,000 metric tons for Sai-
gon and 35,000 for central Vietnam, but that the re-
quirement may increase because of the refugee prob-
lem and speculative demand and hoarding. While
government stocks are now adequate for July needs,
available local supply over the next several weeks
will depend on the government‘s ability to move
stocks from the delta, The embassy estimates that
300,000 metric tons of rice will have to be imported
between September and January, including the 30,000

- PL-480 tons already programmed for arrival in Oc- .
tober. It recommends that the US finance the 50,000
tons from Tha11and provide an additional 100, 000
tons under PL-480, and consider additional 1mports
to acquire rice for a stockplIe that will assure a
minlmum of. 150 ,000-200,000 tons as a’ safety measure.

21 July 1965
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III. MILITARY DEVELOPMENTS IN NORTH VIETNAM

1. US and VNAF aircraft conducted successful
strikes on three primary targets in North Vietnam on
21 July. ‘

2. USN Skyhawks from the carrier Independence
made a 10w~1eve1 napalm attack on the Ban Xom Lom
barracks area reporting 10-12 bu11d1ngs severely
damaged. Coral Sea-- based Skyhawks struck the Ben
Thuy port Tacility and destroyed two buildings and.
heavily damaged four others. Two AAA sites at the

"port were fifty- percent destroyed'and secondary ex-

plosions were noted in the port area asi the planes
were leaving. ' v

3. A VNAF strike, supported by USAF aircraft,
destroyed fifty buildings at the Dong Cac Thon army
barracks. This represents approximately flfty per-
cent of the target area.,

4., A USN armed reconnaissance mission dis-
covered a number of PT boats hiding in a cave which
was located on a canal leading into the Troc River.

- They fired eight Zuni rockets into the cave entrance
with unknown results. Other USN reconnaissance mis-

sions damaged a radar site, noting secondary explo-
sions from one building. One motorized ferry with
a vehicle on board and a barge were also sunk,

21 July 1965
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